CHAR XII.

EXCURSION TO BETHLEHEM* AND THE CAVE OF
THE -NATIVITY.

Y 22. Having procured Turkish dresses
for myself and my servant,  we to-day put off
our European clothes, which were sent to the
young Frenchman, whom I had seen in distress
at Jaffa ; and after these duties of the morning
were passed through, I accompanied Mr. Bankes
in returning a visit to the Abyssinian prince
who had visited us two clays before* We found
him lodged in the Coptic Convent, which in-
cludes an assemblage of small rooms aroun4
a large paved court adjoining to the Holy Se-
pulchre. In the centre of this, ' one of the
cupolas of the Sepulchre elevated itself above
the houses* and on one side of it were the ruined
arched recesses of some ancient religious
building*
We ascended to one of the upper rooms,
through ja miserable entrance, and were received
in a small apartment possessing no other fur-
niture than a dirty mat and ragged carpet ; and
having no aperture for the admission of light